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Hi Members,

It is hard to believe another year has gone byustkly. MHRCS has had another stellar year.
Looking back MHRCS had some good events this y&ae 3 summer field meetings went very
well and there was the fun fly that was a lot of &ind a big success. Many members also partici-
pated in the Work Parties at the Old Rhinebeck Aeyme. | would like to thank all members that
volunteered to run these successful activitiessybar. | very much appreciate your help.

From the many conversations | have had with mentbexsgh out the year | think it was a very
good year for lots of flying and club camaradenghile a very busy year for me as President and
Jamboree Contest Director | enjoyed working anoh@ywith every MHRCS member. It truly was
a very good year, and | am looking for the sprilgaaly to do it all over again.

There are a few things coming up on the calendsrittvould like to remind members about.
Dec8 Regular meeting
Jan ¥ Frost fly
Jan &' 2012 Budget / Dues review vote.
Jan 18 Holiday Party
Jan 28 Building Seminar

As you can see, Jan 2011 is full of activatesda stut the new year, | hope you can come out and
join us at some or all of these activities.

Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome

I have included some pictures of the recent OlchBhéck Aerodrome parking lot work party. Ron
will post them at the end of the newsletter. stfivould like to thank all MHRCS members that
have participated in these work parties. The Asyoek has greatly appreciated the efforts of
MHRCS members and other Modelers that made a latpzirs and have made a positive impact
on our communication with the Aerodrome. |
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have to say that we put in many hard hours of vbartkwe also have a lot of fun. At any given moniarttme you
never know Who or What will show up at the AerodeonThis last work party we had the Treat of adyualuching

and drooling all over a brand new amphibious Casfilmer Piper Cub copy aircraft that landed atairéield Sat 9am
that morning. Forgive me as | do not know the erame. But let me tell you this plane was a jesfelorkmanship.
My only regret was that | had no camera to takeespiatures. We all stopped working for about 2@utes to talk to
the pilot and again | say “drooling” all over tigkane. The pilot was ferrying this plane from Bosto Florida for a
customer. His father worked and flew with ColéelRdor 10 years thru the late 80’s and early @0id had some good
stories for us.

Yes it is true that we work hard at these workiparbut | can also tell you we all have lots of.fuAnd when the op-
portunities like the new Cub arise we all ditch tagls and take time to enjoy what we all go to Alseodrome for.
AIRPLANES, yes AIRPLANES, that is why most of ugdhere. If you enjoy being around the Airplaaad Air-
plane stories from who ever may visit the Aerodrpnieencourage you to attend one of the work partiWwEe have fun,
and most importantly we are giving back somethinthe one thing we love, Aviation. WE are verytdioiate to have
this World renowned airfield in our Back yard.

I will sign off by wishing everyone a Happy Holidagnd a happy New year.

Warren Batson
MHRCS President

Left to right, Peter Jagich on the left and Rob
Schulze

Nick and Warren Batson raking bush and loading on
to the trailer.

30 Ft of parking reclaimed from mother. This ieking into

Looking South towards the parking lot main entrance the parking lot from the entrance
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The work crew L-R Peter Jagich, Jer Milosek, S€afesa (WRAM Club Member), Warren Batson,
Nick Batson Lloyd Quick, Rob Schulze

Also attending but not in the photo were Rick Rjz2atrick and Forest Mc Guire (Aerodrome Staff),
Tom Polapink (photographer and worker)

Here is a picture of the carbon fiber cub exceptadhe we saw was on floats.
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The Lure and Lore of Rhinebeck - by Ron Revelle

President Warren Batson'’s leadershipveisdom with regard to cementing and
even stronger bond between the Olde Rhinebeck Aemaeland the Mid-Hudson Ra-
dio Control Society is so laudable. The two groapsof a kindred spirit. Our working
relationship over numerous decades has been tnudye. Perhaps it is partly because
we have both in our own individual ways seen thpartance of protecting and pre-
serving a history that might too easily be forgot# history of true heroes and early
flying machines and the era in which they evolved.

Among some newspaper clippings saved yYate grandmother, there is an ar-
ticle about my paternal grandfather’s service mdkiation service during World War |
in France and some of his observations made ddubgthere. And having been
raised by a World War Il pilot father, airplanesrevalways part of my life. In growing
up, our family room in my parents home was decdratea WWI Aerodrome. There
were even replicas of aircraft markings torn fraowned German aircraft” hanging
on the walls. Occupying two long shelves were dezsmplastic models of every
WWI plane every built! Each was hand painted arsg¢tabled by my dad. So at an
early age, | was indoctrinated with the storiesualbloe pilots of Lafayette Escadrille,
Hat in the Ring, as well as aircraft types. Amolng model planes on the shelf, | had
my favorites. One of these was an avion de chasgersuit airplane known as a Nie-
uport. Even among the models, it was relativelylsing had rather unique and stylish
appearance.

So much later, | was totally “captureyg’the RC aspect of our hobby at the first
Rhinebeck Jamboree when a scale WWI biplane flesv ow head as | walked
through the parking area. Even today | can poihtloeiexact location of the event! It
was a miniature version of the planes | had gropvhearing about and loving. It was
hard to believe what | was seeing, but it brougatimio the IBM R/C Club and under
the most capable flying lessons from Maj. Franksdepan Air Force F-105 pilot and
the help of many other club members. While | gaimgdRC wings, | attempted to en-
tice my dad into the hobby. He attended a club megetith me and also during recu-
peration from a serious illness, he put togethbibascale Fokker D-7 kit that | gave
him as a gift.
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S

My Dad pointing out his Fokker D-7— with checkerab painting to observers at Rhine-
beck 1969.

Sadly, my dad never got to fly his D-7haspassed away early in
1970. Shortly after, | moved from the area and fmtra club in upstate NY.
But having WWI planes and flying in the blood, Irpliased a VK Nieuport
17 kit and put it together. Photo below. If youkaa the airfoil of the wings

and the shape of the forward cabane struts, ydwgeilan idea of the scale
nature of the Kkit.
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In September of 1975 along with some members ohew club | returned to
the Aerodrome with the Nieuport 17. This time | hlad thrill and satisfaction of fly-
ing a WWI miniature aircraft from the Rhinebeck Adrome in a Mid-Hudson Radio
Control Club Rhinebeck Jamboree. It is that lure Bre of Rhinebeck that brings pi-
lots from Florida, Canada, Minnesota, and many ntarations. Where else can you
have such an experience? It should be high on &V&v Aircraft enthusiast’'s bucket
list!

A small tribute to big hero: A Man and His dehine”- James R.
McConnell by R. Revelle

| have taken the liberty of referring to Sgt. Jame
McConnell as Jim since after reading so many of his
letters it is as if | have gotten to know him peraidy.

A monument erected to McConnell in Carthage bears
an inscription reading in part, "He fought for Huma

ity, Liberty and Democracy, lighted the way for his
countrymen and showed all men how to dare nobly and
to die gloriously."

At the base of a statue in his honor on the growfids
the University of Virginia— these words

“Soaring like an eagle into new heavens of valat an
devotion .”
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Lately, | have been absorbed in readmdydoing some building. The
reading has been all centered on WWI flying. Inldst newsletter a couple of
titles were suggested for reading on the topics Timonth | discovered a gem ti-
tled,_Flying for France with the American Escadrillevatdunby James R.
McConnell. Jim was born in Chicago and later atéehtthe University of Vir-
ginia. There he studied law and founded an “aarb’clin college he engaged in
numerous college pranks, and was elected “Kingaifffbot” and later painted
a red foot on the side of his plane in France. @rfigw months after the out-
break of WWI he left the United state for Franceltive an ambulance. As a
driver, he was cited numerous times for “conspiculaavery in saving
wounded under fire. Wanting to do more for the eabie transferred to the
American Escadrille and earned his wings.

Jim, to the best of my knowledge, nevardme an ace. But his portrayal
of the life of a WWI pilot is by far one of the niafetailed | have read. Much of
this book was written from the hospital where he wecovering from a bad
landing. Some of it is taken from letters that eetsrome. Obviously, some of
this book provided material for the motion pictuféboys. There are a few
words which will be offensive, but overall the cent and personal observations
are not to be missed.

The photo of Jim with his plane on the poergi page shows his marking on
the plane of a “hot foot”. From the photo you wibitice that he was flying a

Nieuport. A youtube presentation on Jim can be ggkat http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=S5NZiwOWEi4

Please take a few minutes to view the presentatimnwill see what | mean
about material from Flyboys coming from Jim and s he is a pilot to be re-
membered and highly respected. He was one ofthensoriginal members of
the American Escadrille. FYI, the last letter leytReed Cassidy after his death
in the movie Flyboys, is in reality almost word feord the last letter left by Jim
McConnell the last American Pilot to die before thated States entered the
war.

Jim’s book was a free download from Amazon.
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The American Escadrille...... Jim is third from thght.

CAVU till the next time and Merry Christmas,
Happy Hanukkah and Happy New Year! May you
hear Snoopy vs. the Red Barron at least once dur-
ing the Holiday Season!

Ron



